
Fourteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Monday, 6th July 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
First reading 

Hosea 2:16,17-18,21-22  

I will betroth you to myself and you will come to know the name of the Lord 

 

It is the Lord who speaks: 

I am going to lure her 

and lead her out into the wilderness 

and speak to her heart. 

I am going to give her back her vineyards, 

and make the Valley of Achor a gateway of hope. 

There she will respond to me as she did when she was young, 

as she did when she came out of the land of Egypt. 

When that day comes – it is the Lord who speaks – 

she will call me, ‘My husband’, 

no longer will she call me, ‘My Baal.’ 

I will betroth you to myself for ever, 

betroth you with integrity and justice, 

with tenderness and love; 

I will betroth you to myself with faithfulness, 

and you will come to know the Lord. 

 

 



Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 144(145):2-9  

 

Gospel Acclamation cf.Jn6:63,68 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life; 

you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel Matthew 9:18-26  

'Your faith has restored you to health' 

 

While Jesus was speaking, up came one of the officials, who bowed low in front of him and said, ‘My daughter 

has just died, but come and lay your hand on her and her life will be saved.’ Jesus rose and, with his disciples, 

followed him. Then from behind him came a woman, who had suffered from a haemorrhage for twelve years, 

and she touched the fringe of his cloak, for she said to herself, ‘If I can only touch his cloak I shall be well 

again.’ Jesus turned round and saw her; and he said to her, ‘Courage, my daughter, your faith has restored you 

to health.’ And from that moment the woman was well again. 

  When Jesus reached the official’s house and saw the flute-players, with the crowd making a commotion he 

said, ‘Get out of here; the little girl is not dead, she is asleep.’ And they laughed at him. But when the people 

had been turned out he went inside and took the little girl by the hand; and she stood up. And the news spread 

all round the countryside. 

 

Fr Tim’s Reflection: 

 

This week we are blessed with readings from the prophet Hosea.   His name means “salvation”.  He 

prophesised in Israel (the northern Kingdom) shortly before it fell to the Assyrians.   His message is urgent, 

yet his words are shot through with tenderness.   He uses the imagery of family and marriage to convey the 

feelings of God towards his people. 

 

Alas, worship of false gods in general is a problem, but particularly the god Baal who Elijah had struggled 

with in a previous generation.   Yet, Hosea says that instead of destroying the unfaithful people, he will lure 

them back to himself, as a young man might woo his bride. 

 

The gospel is an occasion where Jesus has to multitask.   Mark’s account of this story goes into more details, 

but Matthew has abbreviated it to give the story greater force.  A court official comes to Jesus in distress as 

his daughter has just died.   In Mark’s version, she is gravely ill, but dies just before Jesus arrives.   It is not 

clear what the official is requesting.   Is he asking that Jesus brings her back to life, or is he simply asking 

that she receives a safe passage into the next world? 

 

Before he can attend to the needs of this man, a woman with a haemorrhage touches the hem of his cloak 

seeking a remedy for her complaint.   Again, Mark underlines the fact that she wanted the cure to be secret, 

but ends up in full public view as Jesus seeks to find the one who has touched him.   The woman’s faith is 

enough for her to be cured, and she is sent on her way.   Jesus can now turn his attention back to the court 

official. 

 

On arriving at the house, everyone is turned out, so that Jesus can be alone with the child, her parents and his 

disciples.   Therefore, this miracle, in contrast to the woman, is performed in private.   The story shows us 

that our prayers will always be answered, but not necessarily in the way we might expect.  

 

What a blessing:  next week we can have daily Mass once more.   Mass will be in St Peter’s on Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 8am.   A sign that the lockdown is easing.   As there will be Mass next 

week, this is the last week Fr Tim will be producing these daily reflections.   He hopes they have been some 

help in getting through these difficult times.  



Fourteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Tuesday, 7th July 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First reading 

Hosea 8:4-7,11-13  

They have sown the wind; they will reap the whirlwind 

 

Thus says the Lord: 

They have set up kings, but not with my consent, 

and appointed princes, but without my knowledge. 

Out of their own silver and gold they have made idols, 

which are doomed to destruction. 

I spurn your calf, Samaria, 

my anger blazes against it. 

(How long will it be before they purge themselves of this, 

the sons of Israel?) 

A workman made the thing, 

this cannot be God! 

Yes, the calf of Samaria shall go up in flames. 

They sow the wind, they will reap the whirlwind; 

their wheat will yield no ear, 

the ear will yield no flour, 

or, if it does, foreigners will swallow it. 

Ephraim has built altar after altar, 

they have only served him as occasion for sin. 

Were I to write out the thousand precepts of my Law for him, 

they would be paid no more attention than those of a stranger. 

They love sacrificing; right, let them sacrifice! 

They love meat; right, let them eat it! 

The Lord takes no pleasure in these. 

He is now going to remember their iniquity 

and punish their sins; 

they will have to go back to Egypt. 

 



 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 113B(115):3-10 

 

Gospel Acclamation cf.Ep1:17,18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

enlighten the eyes of our mind, 

so that we can see what hope his call holds for us. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel Matthew 9:32-37  

The harvest is rich but the labourers are few 

 

A man was brought to Jesus, a dumb demoniac. And when the devil was cast out, the dumb man spoke and 

the people were amazed. ‘Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel’ they said. But the Pharisees said, ‘It 

is through the prince of devils that he casts out devils.’ 

  Jesus made a tour through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the Good 

News of the kingdom and curing all kinds of diseases and sickness. 

  And when he saw the crowds he felt sorry for them because they were harassed and dejected, like sheep 

without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the 

Lord of the harvest to send labourers to his harvest.’ 

 

Fr Tim’s reflection: 

 

The gospel today is all about speaking and speaking the truth.   First of all they bring a man to Jesus who has 

lost the power of speech.   We used to call such people “dumb” but in these more enlightened times we call 

them “mute” – which describes their inability to speak without impugning their intelligence.   Through 

Jesus’ ministry, he can now speak. 

 

This is just a prelude to what Jesus is himself about to do.   He makes a tour of the towns and villages and 

speaks.   He doesn’t just use his power of speech, he proclaims the news of the kingdom by word and by 

deed.   It’s useful for us to reflect on not just what we say, but on the worth of what we have to say. 

 

Jesus’ experience of his tour leads him to feel sorry for the people he visits.   They are harassed and 

dejected, like sheep without a shepherd.   It is because of this experience that Jesus intensifies the 

preparation of his disciples, so that they can minister to the people as well.   

 

The end of the gospel is a perfect prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life.   After the second 

world war there was a massive upsurge in vocations.   Seminaries and noviciates were full of people.   The 

horror of the war challenged many to question the meaning of life and their role in the world.   We can 

perhaps hope that after the war against the virus, young people will be similarly challenged and more willing 

to come forward to explore their religious vocation. 

 

Remember when Moses came down from the mountain with the two tablets containing the ten 

commandments.   He met the refugees from Egypt dancing around a golden calf that they had made for 

themselves.   In his anger Moses smashed the stones to pieces and had to return to the top of the mountain to 

ask God for another copy. 

 

Worship of idols is once more rife in part of Israel.   The people of Samaria have exchanged the worship of 

the one true God for an idol shaped like a calf.   Hosea is furious and loses no time in pointing out the 

consequences of their actions.  “Going back to Egypt” is an elliptical reference to what will happen next.   

The Assyrians are on the doorstep and will enslave them and carry them off into exile. 

 



Fourteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Wednesday, 8th July  

 

  

 

 

First reading 

Hosea 10:1-3,7-8,12  

Seek integrity and reap a harvest of kindness 

 

Israel was a luxuriant vine 

yielding plenty of fruit. 

The more his fruit increased, 

the more altars he built; 

the richer his land became, 

the richer he made the sacred stones. 

Their heart is a divided heart; 

very well, they must pay for it: 

the Lord is going to break their altars down 

and destroy their sacred stones. 

Then they will say, 

‘We have no king 

because we have not feared the Lord.’ 

But what can a king do for us? 

Samaria has had her day. 

Her king is like a straw drifting on the water. 

The idolatrous high places shall be destroyed – 

that sin of Israel; 

thorn and thistle will grow on their altars. 

Then they will say to the mountains, ‘Cover us!’ 

and to the hills, ‘Fall on us!’ 

 



Sow integrity for yourselves, 

reap a harvest of kindness, 

break up your fallow ground: 

it is time to go seeking the Lord 

until he comes to rain salvation on you. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 104(105):2-7 

 

Gospel Acclamation James1:18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

By his own choice the Father made us his children 

by the message of the truth, 

so that we should be a sort of first-fruits 

of all that he created. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel Matthew 10:1-7  

'Go to the lost sheep of the House of Israel' 

 

Jesus summoned his twelve disciples, and gave them authority over unclean spirits with power to cast them 

out and to cure all kinds of diseases and sickness. 

  These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew; James 

the son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the tax collector; 

James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, the one who was to betray 

him. These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them as follows: 

  ‘Do not turn your steps to pagan territory, and do not enter any Samaritan town; go rather to the lost sheep 

of the House of Israel. And as you go, proclaim that the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 

 

Fr Tim’s reflection: 

 

Having found the people “harasses and dejected”, Jesus decides to send his disciple out on a mission.  They 

are to go to the places he himself has visited, with power to cure those who were sick of mind, spirit or 

body.   

 

The twelve are named.   Even Judas is sent out on mission, despite the fact that his name is always linked 

with his role as the one who betrayed Jesus. 

 

At this time, their mission is limited to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.   This is in stark contrast to the 

mission given them at the end of Matthew’s gospel, where they are sent to the whole world, to preach and 

baptise.   So why the present geographical restriction on their mission? 

 

Jesus was born into the religious tradition of the Jewish faith.   Like those around him he believed that his 

people was God’s chosen nation.   The revelation of the power of God at work throughout the Old 

Testament points to a God who is passionate about his own people.   Of course, Jesus comes to realise that 

his mission has no geographical, national or religious boundaries.   But he is conscious of the privileged 

position of the Jewish faith in the economy of salvation.   Despite the fact that they would reject his 

message of a God of love, Jesus is conscious of the obligation to proclaim that message to his own people 

first.   It is as this message is rejected that the scope is enlarged to include “all nations” 

 

In the first reading we see Hosea trying to encourage the people of his day to be faithful to God’s message.   

The luxuriant vine has been left to grow wild by a people who refuse to follow God’s law and by a 

worthless king who sets no example.   However, we see how patient God is, sending prophet after prophet 

to care for his people. 



Fourteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Thursday, 9th July 

St Leo Ignatius Mangin SJ and comps 

 
  

First reading 

Hosea 11:1-4,8-9 

I am the Holy One in your midst and have no wish to destroy 

 

Thus says the Lord: 

When Israel was a child I loved him, 

and I called my son out of Egypt. 

But the more I called to them, the further they went from me; 

they have offered sacrifice to the Baals 

and set their offerings smoking before the idols. 

I myself taught Ephraim to walk, 

I took them in my arms; 

yet they have not understood that I was the one looking after them. 

I led them with reins of kindness, 

with leading-strings of love. 

 



I was like someone who lifts an infant close against his cheek; 

stooping down to him I gave him his food. 

Ephraim, how could I part with you? 

Israel, how could I give you up? 

How could I treat you like Admah, 

or deal with you like Zeboiim? 

My heart recoils from it, 

my whole being trembles at the thought. 

I will not give rein to my fierce anger, 

I will not destroy Ephraim again, 

for I am God, not man: 

I am the Holy One in your midst 

and have no wish to destroy. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 79(80):2-3,15-16 

 

Gospel Acclamation Ps94:8 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Harden not your hearts today, 

but listen to the voice of the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel Matthew 10:7-15  

You received without charge: give without charge 

 

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘As you go, proclaim that the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 

Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out devils. You received without charge, give without 

charge. Provide yourselves with no gold or silver, not even with a few coppers for your purses, with no 

haversack for the journey or spare tunic or footwear or a staff, for the workman deserves his keep. 

  ‘Whatever town or village you go into, ask for someone trustworthy and stay with him until you leave. As 

you enter his house, salute it, and if the house deserves it, let your peace descend upon it; if it does not, let 

your peace come back to you. And if anyone does not welcome you or listen to what you have to say, as you 

walk out of the house or town shake the dust from your feet. I tell you solemnly, on the day of Judgement it 

will not go as hard with the land of Sodom and Gomorrah as with that town.’ 

 

Fr Tim’s reflection: 

 

Today’s feast celebrates the lives of a group of Jesuits who were martyred in China during the “Boxer” 

uprising.   The Jesuits had a long association with the evangelisation of China, beginning with St Francis 

Xavier who died within sight of this forbidden empire.   In July 1900, St Leo, together with 3 other French 

Jesuit companions and a large number of lay people were put to death for their faith.   We honour them all 

today. 

 

Hosea tells of God’s desire for his people, who has treated them tenderly,  just like a doting parent would 

treat their child.   God’s wish is not to destroy, but to care for.   Alas, his words go unheeded.  

 

Jesus continues his preparation of the 12 for mission.   The experience for them is to be an exercise in 

learning to trust in God’s providence.   It is not just their words that are important in bringing the Good 

News – their actions have to witness to the loving presence of God amongst his people.   In addition to being 

channels of healing, they are to bring God’s peace on those they visit.   However, if that peace is not 

accepted, they are to shake even the very dust from their feet, indicating that they will have nothing to do 

with this village. 



Fourteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Friday, 10th July 

 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First reading Hosea 14:2-10 

A call to conversion and promise of safety 

 

The Lord says this: 

Israel, come back to the Lord your God; 

your iniquity was the cause of your downfall. 

Provide yourself with words 

and come back to the Lord. 

Say to him, ‘Take all iniquity away 

so that we may have happiness again 

and offer you our words of praise. 

Assyria cannot save us, 

we will not ride horses any more, 

or say, “Our God!” to what our own hands have made, 

for you are the one in whom orphans find compassion.’ 

– I will heal their disloyalty, 

I will love them with all my heart, 

for my anger has turned from them. 

I will fall like dew on Israel. 

He shall bloom like the lily, 

and thrust out roots like the poplar, 

his shoots will spread far; 

he will have the beauty of the olive 

and the fragrance of Lebanon. 

They will come back to live in my shade; 

 

 

 

 

 

 



they will grow corn that flourishes, 

they will cultivate vines 

as renowned as the wine of Helbon. 

What has Ephraim to do with idols any more 

when it is I who hear his prayer and care for him? 

I am like a cypress ever green, 

all your fruitfulness comes from me. 

Let the wise man understand these words. 

Let the intelligent man grasp their meaning. 

For the ways of the Lord are straight, 

and virtuous men walk in them, 

but sinners stumble. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 50(51):3-4,8-9,12-14,17 

 

Gospel Acclamation 1P1:25 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The word of the Lord remains for ever: 

What is this word? 

It is the Good News that has been brought to you. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel 

Matthew 10:16-23  

The Spirit of your Father will be speaking in you 

 

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Remember, I am sending you out like sheep among wolves; so be 

cunning as serpents and yet as harmless as doves. 

  ‘Beware of men: they will hand you over to Sanhedrims and scourge you in their synagogues. You will be 

dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the pagans. But when they 

hand you over, do not worry about how to speak or what to say; what you are to say will be given to you when 

the time comes; because it is not you who will be speaking; the Spirit of your Father will be speaking in you. 

‘Brother will betray brother to death, and the father his child; children will rise against their parents and have 

them put to death. You will be hated by all men on account of my name; but the man who stands firm to the 

end will be saved. If they persecute you in one town, take refuge in the next; and if they persecute you in that, 

take refuge in another. I tell you solemnly, you will not have gone the round of the towns of Israel before the 

Son of Man comes.’ 

 

Fr Tim’s reflection: 

 

Hosea continues his call to conversion.   He is so keenly aware of how God’s love wants to take hold of his 

own, that he uses imagery from the farming community:    Like fields or corn or vineyards of grapes, God so 

wants his people to flourish. 

 

The disciples are nearly ready for their mission.   However, Jesus has to warn them that it will not always be 

easy.   Opposition will be encountered, even from their own families.   The Spirit of God will be with them, 

and God himself will prepare their defence.   When Jesus talks about being tried before governors and kings 

– well that is precisely what will happen to Jesus after his arrest.   We are to follow our master!    

 

 Don’t forget, next week Mass resumes in St Peter’s:  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 8am.   

So that we can socially distance, Mass will be celebrated from the main altar.   You will need to sanitise 

your hands on the way in and one the way out.   Please leave a marker in the bench in which you have been 

sitting, so that this can be sanitised. 


